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Brighton College Bangkok, Thailand 

Shortlisted for the 2022 Community Building award 

Brighton College Bangkok is a vibrant, family-oriented community. We nurture our 
pupils to be kind, curious and confident. We provide an outstanding education for 
children aged 2-18 with one of the best academic attainment records in the 
region. We follow the British Curriculum, leading to IGCSEs and A-Levels. Each pupil 
benefits from world-class, innovative teaching on our state-of-the-art campus, 
and pastoral care is delivered through a traditional House system. We are 
committed to developing leadership, encouraging cultural diversity, and providing 
bespoke learning pathways. Above all, we provide a caring, supportive, and 
respectful environment enabling children to thrive academically and personally. 
 
The Wang Yai have existed before the construction of our college for centuries. 
They live along the local khlong (canal) and transport most things on water. They 
still subscribe to the rural approach to living and try to be self-reliant however a lot 
of young people have been moving away, leaving the elderly behind. 
 
Subscribing to the philosophy that a rising tide raises all ships, the College felt the 
need to address the gulf between both groups by applying a long-term 
sustainable approach that instilled a sense of community. At all times it is 
recognised that this is a mutually beneficial relationship. The Wang Yai community 
invites us to cultural events and hosts fieldwork for our pupils. 
 
The Community Critters initiative is our pupil-led approach to address challenges 
that the Wang Yai face such as adult incontinence, limited educational 
opportunities and medical care. It was also an opportunity to address community 
action provision for our younger age groups. Pupils work together with community 
leaders to support the Wang Yai through education, resources and providing 
access to opportunities that the community so direly needs. 
 
When dealing with a community with centuries old traditions and a unique culture, 
the sensitivities needed to address the challenges that they face go far beyond a 
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typical school outreach project. We are privileged to witness this transformational 
moment in their history which is allowing them to benefit from modern advances 
yet still hold on to their identity, and our pupils are showing us the way. 

How and why the initiative has involved students in owning and operating the 

project 

The Community Critters is completely pupil-led. A teacher is attached for 
consultation and safeguarding purposes and the leadership team are tapped in 
for support as needed. 
 
The group chose to use the framework of the United Nations Global Goals, 
selecting their priority goals out of the sustainable goals for Community Action. 
Under each sustainable goal, pupils identified ways in which they might help the 
community which they opened to discussion by consulting the Wang Yai 
community, both religious and community leaders. They further consulted with the 
College to ensure that the support they had identified would indeed be helpful and 
achievable. 
 
The pupils led meetings and collaborated with industry leaders and vendors, such 
as Colgate for resources to improve dental hygiene, local producers for face 
masks and sanitiser and professionals for medical care. They delivered detailed 
presentations to our internal funding bodies, such as our Parent Teacher 
Committee, the friends of Brighton group, and the Student Council. The Critters 
advertised their work in our bulletin, helped lead events at the Christmas fair, 
organised various house days in the school, with funds raised going to support the 
Wang Yai Community. They leveraged social media and youth activism to further 
raise awareness of the plight of the community and crowdsourced solutions. They 
were actively involved in education and training and awareness campaigns within 
the community and organised community leaders to speak about their challenges 
at the College. All through the pandemic, they continued working remotely to 
support the community despite lockdowns. 

How and why the initiative has had impact on the external community  

The approach to supporting our very immediate neighbours was two pronged. 
First supported the Wang Yai Elderly Community and the second supported their 
school. The Critters consulted all stakeholders first which was key to ensuring that 
support was centred around what was really needed rather than prescribed. 
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After a conference with the Wang Yai school, they began preparing and delivering 
English lessons as the community felt this was essential for their young people 
along with raising funds to support development. They provided necessity bags to 
help ensure pupils could maintain good hygiene, especially during the pandemic, 
when the community truly fell on hard times. Future projects and directions of 
funding to support purchase of clothes for the most vulnerable of their population 
are in place to ensure basic needs are met. 
 
Within the wider community, the Critters organised medical supplies, especially 
adult diapers for the elderly and blood pressure/glucose monitors. This was 
preceded by an awareness campaign to get buy-in from the community as the 
topic of adult incontinence was quite sensitive. The pupil’s thoughtful and caring 
approach to this won hearts and minds. 
 
The pandemic did scupper a few plans, but pupils showed resilience and changed 
direction to ensure they supported the Wang Yai community with basics like 
pandemic necessities, stationery and community-based fitness opportunities and 
resources. There is a dual focus on community and the environment, with a khlong 
(canal) clean, which has ended up like a garbage dump during the pandemic, 
further hindering the community’s financial prospects. 

How and why the initiative has developed international understanding and 

awareness  

In developing a partnership with our neighbouring community, our pupils have 
come to understand about minorities across the world. The leader of the Wang Yai 
Community, Khun Veechai led an assembly with the whole senior school sharing 
their history, culture, and traditions. The College is invited to cultural events and the 
community hosts fieldwork for our pupils to learn History, Geography, and other 
subjects. 
 
The Critters have become socially aware global leaders of the future through 
formulating this partnership focussing on the following Sustainable Global Goals: 
 
No Poverty - By working with the community as a partnership, they helped lift 
people out of poverty through providing access to training and opportunity. 
 
Good Health and Wellbeing / Good Sanitation - They raised awareness about 
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continence in adults to improve health and sanitation. This taboo topic is a 
primary need in the Wang Yai community. Their work on sanitation bags, as well as 
funding sports equipment and medical supplies, including Blood Glucose and 
Blood Pressure monitors also supported this goal. 
 
Quality Education - Bilingualism can really support future prospects and the 
community’s school identified developing English as an area of need. Esmira, the 
team leader, volunteered by teaching English lessons at the school regularly with 
the others acting as support. 
 
As a result of their work the Critters not only helped strengthen our vision of 
kindness and community but helped change the perceptions within the Wang Yai 
community that not all change is threatening, and that cultural identity can 
coexist with it. 

How and why the initiative has addressed a challenge or opportunity in a way 

that has directly impacted the school and demonstrates the potential for longer-

term development as a sustainable initiative for the school 

For such a small age group, the Critters have had a huge impact. Moving what 
started out as a thirst to serve a community into a school wide approach. They 
educated every member of the school community, staff included, on the Wang Yai. 
They raised awareness of the importance of a two-way partnership with local 
communities and shone a light on challenging and taboo topics such as adult 
incontinence. What they have formed is the start of an ongoing mutual friendship, 
based on understanding and long-term support for one another. Handover 
processes have been established to continue their legacy and ensure 
sustainability. Their work was recognised and received a commendation from the 
Global Goals Global Social Leaders Competition, an extract of which states: 
 
“I think it is commendable that you actually thought about asking the community 
how you could help them rather than making assumptions and providing support 
you felt was needed. By including them in your project and collaborating, you 
made a bigger and more meaningful impact. 
 
Well done for showing true leadership and collaboration skills!” 
 
For the school, it identified a sustainable need to provide opportunities for our 
younger cohorts. Most schools provide such opportunities to older age groups and 
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encouraging the younger ones to participate, building time and the essential 
support mechanisms leads to true success. This has become a part of the College 
development plan as part of a specific strand called Be Kind and Make a 
Difference. 

How and why the initiative includes strategies that enable it to be shared beyond 

the wider school community e.g. with other international schools and/or could be 

used to help bring about good practice in the local educational community 

 
Media literacy has been an essential part of learning for the Critters themselves. 
Their work and the needs of the Wang Yai community were strategically made 
visible both within and beyond the wider school community. 
 
Their first steps were to raise awareness within the Wang Yai community and get 
buy-in through consultations and door to door work. They invited parents for a 
presentation, during which they shared local fruits and handicrafts from the Wang 
Yai whilst informing parents about the community that lives around the school and 
it’s needs. 
 
They delivered bespoke presentations to local companies, some of which were 
bilingual. The group is also planning to raise awareness at other local international 
and Thai schools to encourage them to take an active interest in the needs of the 
community. Though some aspects of the awareness strategy had to move to the 
virtual domain due to the pandemic, active networking has ensured that plans are 
in place to get back on track once we reopen. 
 
Next, they branched out widely using videos that were shared on the schools 
YouTube channel, and regular posts on various social media channels. All school-
based communication channels were leveraged by the Critters including the 
newsletter and website. Even this application is part of the process that the Critters 
are utilising, to raise awareness of the community beyond these shores and 
through their activism they entered a global competition and are now featured on 
the global social leaders website: 
https://www.globalsocialleaders.com/community-critters/. 
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