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ACS Hillingdon International School, 
United Kingdom 

Shortlisted for the 2022 Ethical Values Education award 

Our students are aged 4-18. We are situated in west London and our curriculum is 
based on international standards, culminating in a range of pathways including IB 
Diploma, IB Career-related Programme and AP Capstone. With nearly 50 
nationalities represented, we embrace cultural differences and champion diversity 
to enhance learning. Our curriculum promotes international-mindedness and 
excellence. We empower students to set learning goals and develop the skills to 
prepare for the next stage of their life. Our academic programme is designed to 
ensure our students become confident individuals, caring contributors and 
effective learners. 
 
We established the Global Citizen Diploma (GCD) programme at ACS Hillingdon 
International School to focus on our student’s personal, social and emotional 
learning to complement our academic programmes. We are the first school in 
Europe to offer the Global Citizen Diploma (GCD), a unique qualification that goes 
beyond academic results to acknowledge all of the exceptional citizenship and 
service-related activities our students undertake to become global citizens. The 
GCD provides students with an authentic audience to demonstrate their skills, 
personality and values beyond their academic grades and provides them with a 
tangible, internationally-recognised, qualification. As well as consolidating the 
activities that students are already completing within the school day and in their 
spare time, the GCD encourages students to take these actions to the next level 
and will also enable the school to provide new opportunities for students to 
develop key life skills and greater global awareness. The 16 various elements of the 
GCD encourage students to move outside of their comfort zones and foster a 
sense of self-awareness and self-directedness in relation to their experiences 
locally and globally. By identifying their passions, each student who earns the GCD 
becomes more inclined to act in an ethical and responsible way as a global 
citizen. The process of reflecting on their experiences in global citizenship creates 
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resilient, balanced, high-achieving individuals who are ready for whatever the 
future has in store for them. 

How and why the initiative has resulted in the implementation of values across 

the school that nurture students as global citizens and/or critical thinkers 

As the world becomes increasingly interconnected, it is essential to identify 
opportunities for student engagement and action beyond the traditional 
curriculum. Our initiative results in inspiring individual pathways for global 
awareness and encouraging students to think beyond their immediate context to 
give authenticity to their learning. Our Global Citizen Diploma (GCD) supports our 
ACS vision to inspire the world’s next global thinkers and doers across the school. 
 
In our school, the Global Citizen Diploma is an additional high school credential, 
which is earned alongside and complements the choices students have to pursue 
either the IB Diploma Programme, IB Career-related Programme, AP Capstone or 
the ACS High School diplomas. Through the GCD, all students identify and 
validate the range of learning they have done, regardless of their academic 
pathway of choice, while creating a platform for publication of these 
achievements with an audience beyond their immediate context. 
 
The 16 various elements of the GCD encourage students to move outside of their 
comfort zones and foster a sense of self-awareness and self-directedness in 
relation to their experiences locally and globally. Ultimately, the learning journeys 
that students capture through the GCD demonstrate authentic engagement and 
action while celebrating personal growth and change. By identifying their passions, 
each student who earns the GCD becomes more inclined to act in an ethical and 
responsible way as a global citizen. 

How and why the initiative has encouraged students to develop and articulate a 

clear grasp of how ethical perspectives and conventions can differ both within 

and between societies 

The core values of the Global Citizen Diploma, a requirement for all students to 
earn these three elements while pursuing the GCD, reflect an understanding of 
others, awareness, action and advocacy. Students developing their understanding 
of how ethical perspectives and conventions can differ both within and 
between societies is at the heart of the three GCD Core Values: 
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1. Global Understanding: Students seek personal understanding of the 
interaction of power or privilege and economics, ethics, politics, religion, 
environment between countries and/or cultures. 

2. Community Engagement: Students make a consistent, sustained 
commitment to serving and developing connections with others. 

3. Intercultural Communication: Students commit to connecting with and 
understanding others across linguistic and cultural barriers. 

 
To support students in earning their GCD elements, our varied courses and 
learning opportunities develop student confidence and skills to share their learning 
experiences widely. Our full list of GCD-related courses for Grades 5 and up in the 
Upper School include: 
 

• Artistic Expression 
• Community Engagement 
• Critical Thinking 
• Environmental Engagement 
• Global Languages and Culture 
• Global Understanding 
• Intercultural Relations 
• Leadership 
• Mindfulness and Yoga 
• Model United Nations 
• Multimedia and Performance 
• Performance-Based Exercise 
• Personal Fitness and Kickboxing 
• Project-based Learning classes with the themes of “Anyone can make a 

difference” and “Enterprise with responsible production and 
consumption” 

• Public Communications 
• Sports Leadership 
• Textiles 

Our courses nurture students’ awareness and understanding through an 
emphasis on intellectual curiosity while looking for connections between what they 
learn in school and the world beyond the classroom. 

How and why the initiative has involved students in developing and owning 

ethical values 
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Our Global Citizen Diploma initiative is founded on student voice and student 
choice to ensure they are involved in developing and owning their ethical values. 
Students select which GCD-related courses to enrol in. Students select which GCD 
values to pursue beyond the Core Values. In addition to the three Core Values, the 
GCD framework is comprised of a total of 16 key elements to include 
multilingualism, wilderness engagement, work experience, artistic expression, 
personal goal and leadership, etc. Additionally, our GCD Leadership Team of 25+ 
students are responsible for the promotion and education surrounding our GCD 
programme and GCD-related events. Our students lead the student and parent 
outreach sessions, webinars with external organisations, while also training and 
supporting their fellow students in their GCD journeys. 
 
Furthermore, to earn elements towards their Global Citizen Diploma, students 
develop and own their ethical values as they document their experiences in a 
format of choice- whether their story is written, audio, video or an interview, etc. 
Our motto for the GCD is “My story is more than numbers” to reflect the shared 
understanding that our students are more than the academic numbers and 
statistics generated through their years of schooling. Students share their learning 
journeys in their chosen GCD-related areas on a student-curated portfolio 
website. Students are expected to articulate the evidence of their ethical 
character, self-directedness and well-roundedness as they reflect on the impact 
of their experiences to shape their view of themselves as global citizens. 

How and why the initiative has addressed a challenge or opportunity in a way 

that has directly impacted the school and demonstrates the potential for longer-

term development as a sustainable initiative for the school 

The ACS Vision and Values are a call to action for our school, and yet we were 
grappling with how to meaningfully link the various aspects of the entirety of the 
student experience at our school. Our Global Citizen Diploma programme has 
directly impacted the school by creating connections and encouraging students 
to share and celebrate their learning and growth both within and beyond the 
academic experience. 
 
While our Global Citizen Diploma-related courses are offered to Grades 5 and up, 
students begin working towards the GCD in Grade 9. The GCD provides a shared 
language and framework for our students to synthesise their thinking in the 
process of earning the GCD. Even though the pursuit of the GCD officially begins in 
Grade 9, our students engage with and can start planning their GCD-related 
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experiences earlier and they gain the skills needed to accomplish their goals. We 
are now exploring a personalised learning portfolio that begins in the earlier years 
and later becomes their website for sharing their personal development and 
experiences towards global citizenship. An example of one of our GCD student 
portfolios is viewable here: https://sites.google.com/view/globalcitizendiploma-
kebbellsa/global-citizen-diploma. 
 
How and why the initiative includes strategies that enable it to be shared beyond 
the wider school community 
 
 
Our Global Citizen Diploma initiative includes our school joining a consortium of 
like-minded internationalschools. Together, our aim is to continue the 
development of global citizenship education. We collaborate 
on professional development and we empower student agency and voice. The 
shared beliefs of the GCD community encourage exploration, innovation and 
collaboration for both faculty and students. Our students from our GCD Leadership 
Team created this video to inform others about our programme. 
 
We hosted a public webinar on the theme of “The World Needs...Global Citizens” 
viewable here featuring Michael Sheldrick, Co-Founder and Chief Policy and 
Government Relations Officer at Global Citizen speaking alongside our student 
president of our Global Citizen Diploma Leadership Team and our Head of 
School. Our GCD students have been panellists advising Heads of Schools in 
International Schools on Leadership of Global Citizenship viewable here. We also 
support schools in their exploration and consideration of adopting the Global 
Citizen Diploma. As the first school in Europe to adopt the Global Citizen Diploma, 
we support schools in their journey to empower students with the mindset of 
global citizenship and global connectivity to ensure they are ready for the careers 
of tomorrow. Our school community accesses GCD information here: 
tinyurl.com/GCDPSL. Our student-led information webinar about the GCD is 
viewable here. 
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