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Raha International School, UAE 

Shortlisted for the 2022 Ethical Values Education award 

Raha International School is an International Baccalaureate World School catering 
from Early Years 1 to Grade 12 students in Abu Dhabi. We were one of the first 
schools in Abu Dhabi to be awarded the Abu Dhabi Department of Education and 
Knowledge's (ADEK) highest rating of “Outstanding”. 
 
Our programmes feature an inquiry approach that aligns student interest with 
what they learn, enriching their natural curiosity and promoting a love of learning. 
Our team of internationally experienced, skilled and passionate teachers model 
the attributes of the IB Learner Profile and encourage students to respect 
themselves, others and the world around them. 
 
The ‘Caring Boxes @ KCC’ initiative was brought about by our Khalifa City Campus 
(KCC) Student Leadership Team, a group of 13 inspiring young students from 
Grade 1 to Grade 3. During one of their weekly meetings, they held a group 
discussion to create ways they could help the support staff at our school, such as 
the security team, cleaners, nurses, and facilities staff. The students used their 
critical thinking and communication skills to decide the best way to give back to 
these vital members of our school community during a time of COVID when they 
may be struggling to gain access to non-perishable food and toiletries. 
 
Ideas were discussed such as making thank you cards, providing meals or gifting 
the teams with things they could use. As they considered decisions such as 
quantities, contents, promotion, and community involvement they realised and 
understood the impact and value of this action. Displaying a teamwork approach, 
the students came up with the idea of the ‘Caring Boxes @ KCC’ initiative. 
 
The Student Leadership Team presented the KCC families with a flyer detailing 
who, what, when, where, why and how the Caring Boxes @ KCC initiative was to be 
actioned. The KCC community worked together for one week by bringing in 
donated items, which were then quarantined. The Student Leadership Team 
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donated their break times to organise the donations and fill the Caring Boxes 
before an ‘Appreciation Ceremony’ was held for these valued members of our KCC 
family. 

How and why the initiative has resulted in the implementation of values across 

the school that nurture students as global citizens and/or critical thinkers 

This child-led initiative resulted in the students using their critical thinking skills to 
decide which items could be donated, who would donate these items, and finally 
how they would present the Caring Boxes to the staff teams. They organised the 
initiative amongst themselves by planning COVID compliant community drop off 
points and times, and then assigning each Khalifa City Campus class their own 
decorating duties of the boxes ready to be filled. By integrating the entire campus 
in the project meant every student played an important role in the initiative. 
 
This initiative demonstrates how the students at Raha KCC are open-minded and 
are able to think and act as global citizens by recognising that the people who 
help us each and every day to make the school a safe and happy place to be, 
might also need support and help at times. 
 
At Raha International School, we nurture students not only to achieve academic 
success but also to become true global citizens. Opportunities and initiatives such 
as The Caring Boxes @ KCC, present our students with a safe space to begin to 
carve their place in the world as a caring, global citizen. It also reflects into our 
community and demonstrates how small acts of kindness and critical thinking can 
create a better world. 

How and why the initiative has encouraged students to develop and articulate a 

clear grasp of how ethical perspectives and conventions can differ both within 

and between societies 

Students at KCC were able to recognise and articulate that our facilities staff 
(including cleaners, security, and nurses) may be struggling at times during the 
Pandemic. Showing empathy for them was evident and allowed them to 
appreciate a different perspective on what people may be experiencing in our 
society during the Pandemic. It encouraged the students to discover actions 
outside of typical monetary fundraising events and find solutions that were 
respectful of the multitude of ethical perspectives we are fortunate to envelop at 
Raha. 
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The students were successfully able to create a positive and engaging campaign, 
demonstrating thoughtfulness and sensitivity throughout the initiative. In 
alignment with the IB philosophy, Raha students are encouraged to take action to 
create a more peaceful world through caring and intercultural respect. 

How and why the initiative has involved students in developing and owning 

ethical values 

The Caring Boxes @ KCC allowed for every child in the school to see the value in 
giving to others, allowing for the development of their own ethical values such as 
respect, kindness and good will. Quoting from the Raha Vision & Mission, we are 
cultivating an environment that aims to ‘Inspire authentic and thoughtful action, 
locally and globally’. To develop a global community whose members are 
‘Principled, Open-minded, Caring and Reflective’. 
 
This initiative gave the students the chance to display compassion for others by 
donating, helping and caring for others. Raha students demonstrated the core 
values of the UAE Moral Education Curriculum by taking action and showing 
initiative to better serve and give thanks to those that are a part of our school 
community. 

How and why the initiative has addressed a challenge or opportunity in a way 

that has directly impacted the school and demonstrates the potential for longer-

term development as a sustainable initiative for the school 

The Caring Boxes @ KCC was an initiative for students to demonstrate the 
attributes of the IB Learner Profile which supports our school ethos, such as caring, 
open-minded, principled, and being reflective. This started in our local school 
community and will encourage students to have an impact in the wider 
community as life-long learners, therefore having a positive impact and building a 
culture of kindness and international mindedness by showing the attributes of 
being a global citizen. 
 
We intend on revisiting the initiative during this current academic year, with 
longer-term plans of rolling it out to our Raha International School, Gardens 
Campus as part of a whole school social-responsibility commitment, potentially 
re-positioning it outside of our direct school community, to reach those in need of 
support. By encouraging and facilitating the students to take the lead in this 
initiative, we believe this produces a ripple effect amongst those learners and 
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families who are committed to take action to create a more respectful and caring 
world. 
 
How and why the initiative includes strategies that enable it to be shared beyond 
the wider school community 
 
This initiative was shared beyond the wider school community via social media 
platforms such as Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook. This visibility extended to our 
local UAE educational communities, including other Taaleem schools, international 
educators, and people from around the world. 
 
The students decided to announce and share progress updates of the initiative via 
these platforms to allow for maximum exposure and support from our community, 
but also to reach out and influence a wider audience. 
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