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Berlin Brandenburg International 
School, Germany 

Shortlisted for the 2022 Ethical Values Education award 

Berlin Brandenburg International School is a K-12 institution situated in the heart of 
the beautiful Seeberg Forest. Within this serene backdrop, BBIS is committed to 
actively developing global citizenship. Through research and rich discussion into 
ethical values, students engage with, and take action on, local and global events 
and issues. Together, we are building a caring, internationally minded community 
of students, teachers and alumni – people who truly have the potential to leave a 
positive mark on our world. The school’s student-centred approach nurtures, 
inspires and enables the change makers of tomorrow. 
 
The ‘Growing Up’ initiative was designed to support the development of ethical 
values in our learners, as they grapple with the big questions about themselves 
and their role in the world. Explicit investigations into ethical dilemmas have been 
woven into the fabric of the Unit of Inquiry through the vehicle of storytelling. From 
fantasy to truth, the ‘Growing Up Investigation Modules’ challenges our students to 
develop their moral compass, as they begin to see themselves as real-world 
changemakers. 
 
Starting with our youngest learners, Berlin Brandenburg International School has 
piloted Module 1 of ‘Growing Up’, where students were immersed in the realm of 
fantasy, in order to understand perspective, informed reasoning and the 
development of a social conscience. By using the conceptual framework of ‘fairies 
as stewards of the forest’, the Early Education children were taken on a journey 
about cause and effect. The students were presented with a range of ethical 
dilemmas that would directly impact the quality of life for the fairies. After 
experiencing the different immersion challenges, the students engaged in rich 
conversations about morally-acceptable solutions, reaching consensus about the 
best outcome. 
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Based on the success of this pilot program, the school is now “Growing Up”, 
committed to developing further modules that will follow this cohort, leaving a 
sequential and systemic approach to ethical values throughout our school. The 
modules will build on the momentum of the skills developed in our youngest 
learners, as they work towards growing into the empathetic and compassionate 
global citizens of tomorrow. 

How and why the initiative has resulted in the implementation of values across 

the school that nurture students as global citizens and/or critical thinkers 

As an international school, we are charged with providing a space to target 
conversations about ethics in a strategic, intentional and coherent way. The 
OECD’s’ Future of Education and Skills 2030’ report outlines the importance of 
developing transformative competencies as ‘the types of knowledge, skills, 
attitudes and values students need to transform society and shape the future for 
better lives’. It is with this premise in mind that Berlin Brandenburg 
International School focused on the three transformative competencies outlined in 
the report: 
 

- Reconciling tensions and dilemmas (experience interconnectedness and 
inter-relations) 

- Taking responsibility (reflect and evaluate one’s own impact) 
- Creating new value (innovate to be future ready, and to shape better lives) 

 
The school used the Australian Curriculum ‘Ethical Capability’ Framework as a 
guide to develop a scope and sequence to map out learning outcomes for our 
students. From there, the development of rich, meaningful units provide the mode 
of delivery for the 'Growing Up Investigation Modules'. The modules contain the 
following objectives: 
 

1. Developmentally-appropriate provocation 
2. Introduction of a shared academic vocabulary 
3. Creation of a safe, yet challenging conversation space 
4. Capturing evidence of learning, critical thinking and impact 
5. Celebrate action or outcome related to the provocation 
6.  

These objectives were mapped out within the Unit of Inquiry that best supported 
this type of investigation. With so many global challenges facing the next 
generation, the ‘Growing Up’ initiative focuses on developing the conceptual 
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and analytical skills that are necessary to have informed, reasoned discussions 
about a range of ethical issues. 

How and why the initiative has encouraged students to develop and articulate a 

clear grasp of how ethical perspectives and conventions can differ both within 

and between societies 

The Director of the Empathy Museum - Clare Patey - describes storytelling as ‘the 
opportunity to learn from another person’s experience’, so that it can ‘shape, 
strengthen or challenge our opinions and values’. By using the catalyst of 
storytelling, Module 1 of the 'Growing Up Investigation Modules' compared the 
intersectionality of the fantastical life of the fairies with the human impact on their 
existence. Learners were invited to delve into different ethical perspectives through 
the idea that the fairies are ‘stewards’ for ‘Maybel the Magnificent Maple’. 
Understanding the perspective of the fairies was paramount, enabling a sense of 
connection, as the children became entranced with the hopes and fears of these 
small creatures and their microcosm. 
 
Through the provocation of humans dropping trash over the homes of the fairies, 
a great outrage was created for the children. This developmentally-appropriate 
struggle brought students to the conversation; human action causing habitat 
destruction. Guided and supported, students were introduced to shared academic 
vocabulary to articulate thoughts and ideas. They were enabled to explore 
concepts beyond ‘good’ and ‘bad’ behaviours (ACARA - Ethical 
Understanding). 
 
These experiences encouraged students to work well above the expected 
academic standard for their age. The intentionality and richness of the module 
meant that learners were unpacking a complex set of pre-existing individual 
perspectives, whilst comparing and contrasting their different responses. The 
articulation of these ideas were represented in a variety of ways e.g. home 
language, drawings, recordings, emergent writing, oral discussions, and created a 
rich learning journey for the module. 

How and why the initiative has involved students in developing and owning 

ethical values 

The OECD Conceptual Learning Framework states that student agency ‘is about 
acting rather than being acted upon; shaping rather than being shaped; and 
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making responsible decisions and choices rather than accepting those 
determined by others’. A main driver for the 'Growing Up Investigation Modules' was 
the idea of students as agents of change. The modules focus on critical thinking 
skills, whereby students develop the language and dispositions to have 
conversations about profound ethical dilemmas. Once the students begin to 
reconcile the dilemmas, they are called to take responsibility through action. 
 
Through the medium of storytelling, learners engaged in a playful, yet provocative 
exchange of letters with the fairies that would challenge them to develop and 
reshape their beliefs. Creating new value meant that student agency was 
harnessed to problem solve how the lives of the fairies would be improved through 
their actions. The suggested improvements were used as a fishbowl moment to 
determine what type of impact the actions would have - not just on the fairies and 
forest, but on the broader global community. 
 
The module’s pinnacle was when learners ventured back into the forest for their 
‘Ceremony of Gratitude’. Armed with their new found commitment to be an agent 
of change, the children declared in front of ‘Maybel the Magnificent Maple’ ways in 
which they would change the behaviours of themselves and those around them, in 
order to build a better world. The ownership and empowerment of the children 
caused a definitive shift in their ethical values and perspective. 

How and why the initiative has addressed a challenge or opportunity in a way 

that has directly impacted the school and demonstrates the potential for longer-

term development as a sustainable initiative for the school 

The ‘Growing Up’ initiative demonstrated the power of designing and 
implementing a program to explicitly teach ethical values to our students. Through 
curriculum mapping within the Unit of Inquiry, natural links were identified with 
student interest. The 'Growing Up Investigation Modules' used storytelling 
provocations to engage and build on this interest and enabled our teachers to 
capture strong evidence of learning in this area.  
 
The modules provided a safe, targeted space to unpack and explore meaningful 
conversations about some of the greatest challenges facing our learners. The 
feedback from students, parents and teachers indicated a notable shift in the 
ability of our learners to articulate their values on a variety of issues. This 
measurable shift has inspired the curriculum design team to continue to develop 
further modules, so that learners continue to develop these invaluable skills as part 
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of their values toolkit. Creating global citizens and real world change makers is 
part of Berlin Brandenburg International School’s mission. To quote our Learning 
Principles - ‘...learning is embedded in authentic, real-world contexts, allowing 
students to achieve personal and shared goals as they discover innovative ways 
to solve local and global challenges through the inquiry learning cycle.’ 
 
Understanding ourselves and our role in the world, sharing diverse perspectives 
and empowering students to solve real world challenges is at the heart of who we 
are as a school. We are therefore committed to ‘Growing Up’ with our learners. 
 
How and why the initiative includes strategies that enable it to be shared beyond 
the wider school community 
 
The school has used a variety of platforms to share our work with the wider 
educational community. The project was featured in Carla Marschall and Rachel 
French’s most recent book - ‘Worldwise Learning: A Teacher's Guide to Shaping a 
Just, Sustainable Future’. The authors used Module 1 as an example of powerful 
storytelling and empathy development. The work is already receiving acclaimed 
reviews, including Dr Tishman from the Project Zero Harvard Graduate School of 
Education and Stuart MacAlpine, a Senior Programme Specialist at The LEGO 
Foundation. 
 
In addition to this, the curriculum development team led by Andrea Morgan will 
present their work at the Association of German International Schools Conference. 
The initiative will be shared with schools interested in the use of storytelling to 
provoke planned and targeted investigations into ethics and values education. It is 
hoped that other like-minded schools will be interested in forming a collective, so 
that work can be shared and strengthened. The project has been promoted 
through documentation panels and social media channels throughout its 
inception, and will be celebrated on the school’s website. 
 
Finally, continuing to find opportunities to encourage our students to be real world 
change makers will drive family, school and community partnerships. Providing our 
students a canvas to act on their beliefs not only empowers our learners, but 
makes the world a better place for all. It is our school’s mission to inspire everyone 
in our learning community to be responsible, compassionate global citizens who 
make a difference through inclusion, innovation and action. 
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