
 
 

iscresearch.com/international-school-awards 
  

 
 

Amadeus International School 
Vienna, Austria 

Shortlisted for the 2022 Innovation and Creativity in Learning award 

AMADEUS International School Vienna, founded in 2012, is a private coeducational 
school with an integrated Music and Arts Academy (AMAA). 
 
The school offers all four of the International Baccalaureate's programmes for 
Grades 1–12 (PYP, MYP, DP, and CP), as well as an Early Years Programme for ages 
3–5. Its mission is to 'accompany young people as they fulfil their highest potential'. 
It is guided by a vision of 'educational distinction'. 
 
AMADEUS is the only day and boarding school among Vienna's international 
schools. Its campus is located in a residential neighborhood, just a short tram ride 
away from the city center. 
 
The IB’s Career-related programme (CP) offers a blend of academic study, 
professional learning, and personal development: courses from the IB’s highly 
regarded Diploma Programme, a career-related study programme, and a ‘CP 
Core’ are combined into a framework of education which is as rigorous as it is 
innovative. In August 2021, AMADEUS International School Vienna was the first 
Austrian school to introduce the CP. What is more, following its decision to 
introduce the Pearson BTEC International Level 3 Diploma as its career-related 
component, AMADEUS also became the only school in continental Europe to offer 
the CP with a specific focus on music. 
 
The school’s unique version of the CP has been developed as a novel pathway for 
students who, during their final two years in secondary education, wish to focus on 
career-related, applied learning in a field about which they feel genuinely 
passionate before progressing to a higher education programme - and, 
ultimately, a career - in music or related fields such as music production. 
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Few, if any, cities in the world can rival the reputation of Vienna as a centre of 
music and the arts; as a matter of fact, the city by the Danube is often referred to 
as the World Capital of Music. AMADEUS’s unique Music CP connects students with 
its rich and diverse cultural heritage. 

How and why the initiative has encouraged students in lateral thinking for a 

specific purpose 

Many students see only a narrow pathway toward the future, one punctuated by 
high school graduation, undergraduate study, and postgraduate study, with entry 
into the workforce as the final goal. Whilst this is often a well-respected and 
effective pathway, it does rather go against the grain of some of the earliest 
teachings in an IB continuum education, namely that one has agency from an 
early age already. The introduction of the CP gives students specialisation as an 
alternative to consider, it provides them with practical, interpersonal, and 
theoretical skills with which they can have immediate impact in ‘real world / 
workforce’ contexts. Thereby, students are encouraged to think multi-laterally 
about their possible pathways as performing musicians, music industry 
professionals, music students, or - very often - a hybrid of each. 
 
At the curriculum level, the CP’s unique Personal and Professional Skills (PPS) 
course, as offered at AMADEUS, specifically aims to help students hone the lateral 
thinking skills that they will need throughout their careers in music. Units entitled 
‘Creative Thinking’, ‘Design Thinking and the Creative Process’, and ‘Collaborative 
Problem-Solving’ are integral parts of this course and are closely connected to its 
overarching ‘Thinking Processes’ theme. 

How and why the initiative has made a positive impact on student learning, 

demonstrating the potential for longer-term development as a sustainable 

initiative for the school 

As the City of Music, Vienna continues to attract aspiring musicians from around 
the globe. This fact has led to a proliferation of second- and third-tier 
conservatory programmes, some of which have, unfortunately, recently gone 
bankrupt. AMADEUS’s one-of-a-kind Music CP fills a noticeable gap in the market 
for high-quality university preparation and/or career development, allowing 
students to be accompanied safely through their music career development. It 
also gives them the opportunity to work with many different experts of 
international standing to ensure that they are able to produce the best portfolio of 
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work for their university or conservatory applications, and that they are well-
prepared for auditions. No other secondary education pathway allows students 
this much quality time to dedicate to their chosen field of study. We believe that 
our Music CP will contribute to Vienna becoming not only the ‘world capital of 
music’ but also the ‘world capital of music education’. 

How and why the initiative demonstrates student commitment and a rigorous 

process for effective learning 

Both the IB Diploma Programme and the CP are demanding and rigorous. In both 
programmes, student commitment and motivation are essential for success; the 
CP is definitely not the ‘easy option’. AMADEUS learners who embark on the BTEC 
Level 3 International Diploma course must show a large degree of dedication to 
their chosen subject; without it, they are unable to complete the required 
minimum number of 720 Guided Learning hours, distributed over less than two 
school years, alongside their two or three Diploma courses, the Personal and 
Professional Skills course, Service Learning and Language Development 
programmes, and a Reflective Project. 
 
AMADEUS’s long-standing cooperation with Steinway & Sons (see below) further 
helps to motivate its students and stimulate effective learning. The school is in the 
process of setting up additional partnerships with local manufacturers of musical 
instruments such as Bösendorfer and with world-renowned institutions such as the 
Vienna State Opera. 

How and why the initiative has addressed a challenge or opportunity in a way 

that has directly impacted the school and demonstrates the potential for longer-

term development as a sustainable initiative for the school 

As outlined above, the AMADEUS Music CP was conceived as a much-needed 
alternative pathway for students who, during their final two years at the school, 
wish to focus on career-related learning in a field in which they ultimately wish to 
pursue a career. While the IB Diploma Programme, which the school has offered for 
some time now, is known as a challenging programme for academically-minded 
all-rounders, the CP, with its focus on applied learning, is an ideal option for 
specialists who have already discovered a specific career-related interest at the 
age of 16. 
 
From an institutional perspective, the Career-related Programme allows AMADEUS 
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to play to its strengths. The AMADEUS Music and Arts Academy (AMAA) has been 
an integrated part of the school since its foundation in 2012. It is dedicated to 
developing young artists to their fullest potential. AMAA is for students who wish to 
receive individual instruction and/or guidance towards a career in music and the 
arts. They can enrol in AMAA alongside their academic studies to work with 
distinguished local instructors to develop their skills. AMAA empowers these 
students to carve out a path of advancement from the beginner to the 
professional level and to become proficient at their instrument through intense 
study, practice, and performance. 
 
Moreover, AMADEUS is the only All-Steinway School in Austria. It is equipped with 21 
Steinway pianos and more than 20 dedicated music practice rooms. 

How and why the initiative includes strategies that enable it to be shared beyond 

the wider school community 

AMADEUS’s integrated Music and Arts Academy (AMAA) employs teachers and 
professors from all of the major music universities in Vienna. Drawing upon these 
links, in 2020 the school founded and ran one of Vienna’s first Summer Music 
Festivals, the AMADEUS Festival. This is a high-level international music festival open 
to the general public whose first edition in 2021 was a great success. From 2022, 
the AMADEUS Music CP will be closely linked to the Festival. One particular aim of 
this undertaking is to provide a platform for young performers to share the stage 
with established artists, thereby providing them much-needed exposure in a key 
stage in their careers. It also provides valuable learning opportunities for our 
students: we had five student interns working at the festival, learning how such an 
event operates from planning and logistics, to creative direction and marketing. 
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