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The British School New Delhi, India 

Shortlisted for the 2022 Innovation and Creativity in Learning award 

We are a 58-year-old not-for-profit, inclusive international school located in the 
heart of diplomatic New Delhi offering the English National curriculum, IGCSE and 
IBDP. We honour our rich traditions and encourage innovation through a high-
quality provision that delivers the best of British and international education to our 
culturally rich and diverse community of expatriate and local families. The broad 
and balanced curriculum encourages our 1200+ students from over 65 
nationalities to grow into well rounded, principled and compassionate global 
citizens. Our deeply embedded vision ‘Thrive Believe Succeed’ enables us to offer a 
safe and happy environment to students. 
 
The View from My Room, a school-wide initiative, launched by the Visual Arts 
Department, was conceived in part as a response to the COVID-19 crisis that 
overwhelmed the city of Delhi, causing immeasurable anguish and suffering on an 
unprecedented scale. Thorough reflection and sharing exercises in virtual 
classrooms was followed by the first ever whole school showcasing of student 
artwork through #TBSLIVE and later the uniquely developed Virtual Art Museum, to 
our diverse international community, their extended families, irrespective of global 
location. 
 
Fully online for over nine months, TBS reopened briefly for a few weeks in February 
and early March 2021 before we experienced the most tragic second wave along 
with a stringent lockdown. As a school located in the heart of the capital city with 
excellent infrastructure, experienced teachers and the support of a close-knit 
parental community, we had weathered the first lockdown with remarkable 
resilience, using Microsoft Teams to ensure learning opportunities were not lost 
and interactive classrooms fostered the academic and personal growth of all our 
students. 
 
The initiative, involving every student in the school, from Early Years to Year 13, was 
renamed Faces in Places for Year 10 and 11 students who applied the principle of 
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appropriation to create meaningful landscapes and Inside/Outside: When Time 
Stood Still for International Baccalaureate students who studied changes in light 
over a day in their locked-in environments. Over 800 students had the opportunity 
to engage with the theme and respond meaningfully to an extremely challenging 
chapter in their lives. 

How and why the initiative has encouraged students in lateral thinking for a 

specific purpose 

The metaphorical format of an open window became an effective vehicle for 
student voice, appealing to all age groups. The intermeshed initiatives imposed no 
defined boundaries on students and sought no right answers! Students used the 
opportunity to express their hopes, fears and their vision of what the world was and 
could be. 
 
The theme lent itself to interpretation at various levels: the literal or realistic view; 
the imaginative landscape; the vision of a fantasy or alien world outside the 
confines of the home; and landscapes stalked by grief, fear and tragedy. Soothing 
pastoral visions of the world which included myriad forms of plant and animal life; 
distant cosmic skies and magical galaxies seamlessly straddled the canvas of 
primary school students; implied critiques of governmental failures or the inability 
of scientists to immediately halt the spread of the virus were very visible in the 
works of older students as was genuine admiration for healthcare workers. The 
plight of migrant workers fleeing cities and abandoned pets also formed part of 
student responses. 
 
Our students would normally have had access to three large art studios, easels, 
dark rooms, cameras and a range of school-supplied art materials. However, this 
initiative, carried out in the confines of their homes, encouraged students to make 
use of the available resources and many students reported that the limitations 
posed by the materials available at home was not merely an unfamiliar 
experience but one that served as a stimulus to the production of innovative 
artwork. 

How and why the initiative has made a positive impact on student learning, 

demonstrating the potential for longer-term development as a sustainable 

initiative for the school 

We could not have captured student voice at a crucial juncture in their lives more 
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authentically. However, the initiative was not limited to artwork. It involved open-
ended discussions, reflections and the sharing of responses with peer groups 
online. Students also engaged with the work of other students in the TBS Virtual Art 
Museum responding to questions such as: What do you think the artist is trying to 
share with you? What does looking at the artwork make you feel? What questions 
and thoughts do you have for the artist to further reflect on? 
 
The positive impact on student learning was evident in the level of engagement 
with all aspects of the initiative: the artwork produced, the reflections, the feedback 
and questions to peers about their creative vision, increased engagement with the 
school’s community service programmes and a greater sense of social awareness 
and a better understanding of their own social support systems and fabric. 
 
The potential for the longer-term development of whole school projects with 
open-ended thematic foci became evident almost as soon as we launched the 
initiative. The opportunities to extend such a project to other areas of creative 
expression, the performing arts, the STEAM programmes are already underway 
and will also engage the whole school community. The ability of virtual platforms 
including the well-established #TBSLIVE to carry ideas to the wider community has 
the potential for sharing with the local service programmes and NGOs that we 
engage with. 
 

How and why the initiative demonstrates student commitment and a rigorous 

process for effective learning 

Effective learning is reflective in nature. Unlike Virginia Woolf’s ‘A Room of My Own’ 
which can be read as a plea for intellectual freedom and a less gendered world, 
the school’s initiative afforded a platform for every student to respond to and 
make sense of the rhythm of their day spent in the confines of their homes, their 
relative isolation from friends and teachers, while still feeling connected and part 
of the school, local and global community. Student participation in the initiative 
was high, as was their commitment to the project. 
 
The virtual e-gallery was a first for our budding artists in the Primary School, 
encouraging them to venture into the digital space for learning as a community 
and ensuring their wellbeing. The sheer joy of being a part of a whole school 
initiative filled them with pride and a sense of belonging in times of social 
distancing. 
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The initiative not only raised awareness about social and economic issues but also 
allowed students to explore, interact, respond, think critically and collaboratively. 
Identifying with and responding to a global crisis both individually, creatively and 
collaboratively fostered a sense of connectedness and wellbeing in the 
community. 
 
The learning opportunity provided by the initiative was active and stimulating, as 
the student was placed at the centre. It built on skills already developed in the art 
programme at school and offered a learning platform that existed within the 
school curriculum but went far beyond the curriculum, and took on a life of its own. 

How and why the initiative has addressed a challenge or opportunity in a way 

that has directly impacted the school and demonstrates the potential for longer-

term development as a sustainable initiative for the school 

Learning, critical thinking, engagement and experimentation lie at the core of the 
arts programme at school which has enabled our students to continue to ‘Thrive, 
Believe and Succeed’ - our motto. 
 
The View from My Room provided the impetus to exhibit student creativity; to think 
out of the box, visualise, create, share and exhibit. Student artwork produced, as a 
response to the themes, was shared with the school digitally, in the form of stark 
pencil drawings, colourful crayon sketches, water and oil paintings, photographs, 
collages and digitally-produced images. Primary school students even created 
pop up structures, miniature Lego arrangements and synergising their creative 
skills with new perspectives. Entries from Early Years Foundation Stage proved that 
at TBS, one is never too young to learn, to think, to reflect and to share one’s vision. 
 
As expatriate families were asked to evacuate by their diplomatic agencies in view 
of the COVID-19 spike in Delhi, students halfway across the globe requested us to 
include their entries in the montage and it drove the message home that a sense 
of community was a pressing need. The initiative showed that learning as part of 
our community was not limited by borders. 
 
The TBS Virtual Museum offers not only a glimpse of the creative energy of our 
students but documentary evidence of how a group of learners came together to 
share their learnings during turbulent times. 
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How and why the initiative includes strategies that enable it to be shared beyond 

the wider school community 

Out of this initiative was born the TBS Online Arts Festival, in collaboration with 
FOBISIA schools, which included invitations to students from other international 
schools to reflect on these challenging times in creative ways by understanding 
their own social fabric and community through photography, painting and film 
making. 
 
Launched in August to November 2020, it included two event options; the first was 
the Short Film & Animation Festival on the theme, Walking In Someone Else's Shoes, 
inspired by Mary T Lathrop’s poem. Participants created short films to explore and 
present stories from varied cultures and lands showcasing the importance of 
empathy and the appreciation of multiple perspectives in order to create a truly 
global community. Students were encouraged to explore the impact of social, 
political, cultural borders and boundaries, through their films. 
 
The second event in the Festival was the FOBISIA Photography Festival on the 
theme of Building Bridges. Conceptualised around Internationalism, Building 
Bridges used photography and multimedia to express students’ creative 
interpretation of crossing borders and boundaries, metaphorically and physically. 
The images represented ideas of unity, understanding, empathy, peace and 
friendship, a symbolic bridge to cross over to a land without borders – a land that 
belongs to us all. 
 
Both these projects have involved the sharing of best practice globally and are 
initiatives that will form the basis of our international Art for Peace project in 2022. 
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