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Larrakeyah Primary School, Australia 

Shortlisted for the 2022 Pathways to Continued and University Education award 

Larrakeyah Primary School is an Independent Public School and Cambridge 
International School based in Darwin, Northern Territory, Australia. Our school has 
been on a journey of continuous improvement for several years, growing in 
enrolments throughout this time by being an international school of choice. Most 
importantly, our future-focused teaching and learning programs have embraced 
21st Century Learning and STEAM, playing a major part in the success the school 
has experienced on both an academic and leadership level. We are a school that 
prides itself on high standards, high expectations and high achievement by 
instilling respect, responsibility and achievement for all. 
 
QUEST is an innovative teaching and learning program introduced to Larrakeyah 
Primary School in 2018, designed to connect and inspire, bringing real life contexts 
to the classroom through the process of inquiry. The aim of QUEST is to allow 
students to prepare for jobs that do not yet exist as they become fully engaged in 
the constantly changing world around them, developing 21st Century Skills of 
Collaboration, Creativity, Communication and Critical Thinking. It also gives 
students a taste of careers of interest to them. Teachers - referred to as Project 
Leaders - facilitate a small group of students and focus on a particular area of 
inquiry, working with industry professionals and targeted members of our local 
community to obtain specific knowledge and skills. Students have different 
projects to choose from, all of which link to STEAM learning areas within the school, 
therefore ensuring all students develop a passion about their own project, leading 
to higher engagement. All projects incorporate a deliberately planned sequence 
of activities undertaken inside and outside of the school yet, are not restricted by 
the specifics of the regular curriculum. The teaching and learning undertaken in 
the weekly sessions are guided by a specific inquiry question as developed by the 
Project Leader to lead the students each week. The projects are culminated with a 
grand finale of knowledge exemplified in the Expo of Learning, whereby all learning 
is showcased by the project participants back to industry professionals, parents, 
students across the school and Department of Education representatives. 
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How and why the initiative has helped students to identify and develop future 

independent study skills 

To put it simply, students love QUEST! And when students enjoy something, they are 
learning. The attitude of all students engaged in the program exudes positivity and 
a real willingness and desire to want to achieve the focus of the inquiry, and 
furthermore, teach others about their project. Each group of students that 
participate in QUEST have demonstrated a growth in their abilities to apply the 4Cs 
for 21st Century Learning beyond the QUEST program, applying this to all areas of 
their learning at Larrakeyah Primary School, in the classroom and beyond. 
 
At its most basic, the students are: 

• Effective critical thinkers by reflecting on the inquiry question and 
investigating a breadth of solutions. 

• Authentic collaborative learners in the way they work in the small-group 
format to achieve a common goal. 

• Original creative learners by consolidating the weeks of knowledge they 
have obtained to develop to a clear, concise, innovative showcase for 
other’s learning. 

• Engaging communicators in the methods they choose to deliver the scope 
of their new knowledge and solution-focused content in the Expo of 
Learning. 

 
Most critically, students are now more adept at identifying issues in their own local 
community and developing strategies for positive transformations – we are proud 
to say students from Larrakeyah Primary School are problem solvers and change 
makers. The 21st Century Skills are not easily taught, it’s through experiences like 
QUEST that allow students to develop these skills which can only help them with 
their future education. 

How and why the initiative has involved students and their parents in activities 

that guide future learning aspirations and choices in ways that support best fit 

pathway solutions for all students 

Students take the lead and just like electives offered at high school, students 
choose to take part in a project that is of interest to them. They pick projects that 
they feel resonate with them and align to what they feel may be part of their future 
occupation. The first session always finds the project leaders asking their group 
‘Why did you choose this project?’ Students will a majority of the time explain that 
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the project chosen aligns to what they want to be when they leave school. Working 
with industry professionals allows students to explore and discover careers that 
are of interest to them, and they get a taste into what may be. It sets students up 
with a solid understanding of the education path they need to take to achieve 
their end goal. It isn’t uncommon for students to reach Year 12, still not sure of what 
path they would like to take. This is detrimental to their future as wrong study 
choices in their final few years of schooling means more roadblocks once they 
finally reach university level. QUEST eliminates this concern, it solidifies to students 
what they want and need to do and allows them to practise the skills required. The 
old saying goes ‘they can’t be what they can’t see’ but QUEST allows students to 
see what can be! Students also share their learning with their parents and school 
community, helping engage parents in conversations with their children about 
their future aspirations. 

How and why the initiative includes the student voice and/or student action as 

part of the initiative 

The aim of QUEST is for all projects to be student-driven and for students to be 
given the voice to solve the problems which are identified through their learning. 
Students are responsible for the development and growth of their project to such 
a point in which they collaboratively share their voice and actions at the Expo of 
Learning. The Project Leader’s role is to guide the learning experiences and refine 
and differentiate the weekly learning to suit the scope of the team members and 
activities, however, the responsibility is on the students themselves to activate 
change in the scope of their learning. Students are responsible for the 
development of their Expo showcase to effectively share knowledge and make 
their student voice heard in front of industry professionals, school members, and 
the broader local community. Examples of student actions in previous years 
include, but are not limited to, using local indigenous practices to invent new ‘bush’ 
foods and menus, a review of the school waste water recycling program, telling 
personal stories through photography, exploring hospitality operations and 
opening a school restaurant, understanding forensics and solving staged ‘crimes’, 
designing a dream home which takes into consideration roadblocks encountered 
along the way, chasing that story as they engage in the role of a journalist, 
researching, designing and testing lures that catch fish, conveying messages 
through land art, and investigating local histories and how they have shaped our 
community. 

https://iscresearch.com/international-school-awards


 
 

iscresearch.com/international-school-awards 
  

How and why the initiative has addressed a challenge or opportunity in a way 

that has directly impacted the school and demonstrates the potential for longer-

term development as a sustainable initiative for the school 

As the QUEST program grows and progresses, so will its potential for longer-term 
development to incorporate a range of sustainable initiatives for the school. The 
challenge that was met by the establishment of this innovation is in the area of 
inquiry based choice learning – allowing students to be in control of what they are 
learning and when. It ensures they are fully engaged with their own project and 
committed to the teaching and learning process, which then transcends across all 
learning areas within the school, leading to better outcomes for Larrakeyah 
Primary School as a whole. As teachers and students become more familiar with 
the format of this inquiry based project learning, so will their commitment to the 
sustainable changes that are currently in their early stages, building on projects 
from previous years into future years. We have developed progressive initiatives in 
Early Childhood (Preschool – Year 2) with ‘Show and Teach’, and Middle Primary 
(Year 3 – 4) with ‘Genius Hour’, working on the concept of inquiry based choice 
learning, supported by solution-focused problem solving. The current scope of 
QUEST is well supported by all key stakeholders in the school community, ensuring 
its potential will remain and investment of time and resources will continue to 
grow. Furthermore, COVID-19 was a challenge which QUEST addressed by aligning 
weekly activities to the school’s COVID-19 Safety Plan, and restrictions relating to 
excursions and industry professional visits necessitating a greater engagement 
through online learning environments. 

How and why the initiative includes strategies that enable it to be shared beyond 

the wider school community 

QUEST content and outcomes are shared across all of our platforms, including the 
school website, SkoolBag and Seesaw apps, school newsletters and digests, in the 
form of videos, photographs and written articles. These platforms are accessed by 
students, families, international sister schools, all other members of the school 
community, and the Northern Territory Government Department of Education. We 
positively promote QUEST and the outcomes of the inquiry program by inviting key 
stakeholders to the Expo of Learning each year, and these people in-turn, promote 
our program through internal and external communications and social media. 
Attendees include the Chief Executive Officer and Senior Director of the Northern 
Territory Government Department of Education, local Members of the Legislative 
Assembly, representatives from the local media including the NT News, and all 
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industry professionals and community members engaged with the delivery of the 
programs including Emergency Services personnel, Charles Darwin University staff, 
and local business owners and volunteers. Furthermore, we have delivered 
professional learning to other Principals and leadership staff from schools 
throughout the Darwin region, as invited by the Northern Territory Government 
Department of Education. We have presented our QUEST journey on a national 
stage at the 7th Annual STEM Education Conference, and on an international stage 
with EduTECH Asia, both held virtually throughout October and November 2020. 
Larrakeyah Primary School believe that we can continually learn from our 
educational community and hope that we too can be a school that inspires and 
others can learn from in turn. 
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