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Sri KDU International School, Malaysia 

Shortlisted for the 2022 Safeguarding award 

Sri KDU International School offers the National Curriculum of England, Cambridge 
IGCSE and the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. The foundation of 
excellence in education is demonstrated through the outstanding academic 
outcomes and our re-accreditation of the International School Quality Mark (ISQM) 
Gold Accreditation. The school’s pedagogy (the Learning Powered Approach) 
promotes independence and self-directed learning, emphasising each student’s 
different levels of creativity and potential. Sri KDU International is a school which 
aims to provide values-led education; developing future leaders for Malaysia and 
the world. Leaders who can bring about change with wisdom and compassion. 
 
Child protection themes are almost always traditionally taught as broad spectrum 
themes / sessions which are integrated into the PHSE curriculum. We recognised 
the need for a more targeted and active teaching approach for Child Protection 
concepts and so we created our Student Centred Safeguarding Programme. The 
programme teaches about Child Protection in a structured, systematic and 
progressive manner from Y1 through to IB; educating children about the core 
concepts of child protection. The aim is to empower students so they can take 
positive action; becoming protective factors for themselves and their peers. 
Some of the themes covered within the teaching programme are: 

• Secrets 
• Consent / Bodily Autonomy 
• Appropriate boundaries (including: touch, sharing of images, use of ‘props’) 
• Safety network & trusted adults 
• The country law & internal law for Child Protection (school policy rules and 

expectations) 
 

The programme is aligned with the school’s Child Protection Policy and peripheral 
Safeguarding Policies. In our Child Protection Policy, we have appendices covering 
grooming, infatuations & crushes, physical touch. These are all age appropriately 
taught within the Safeguarding lessons. We also have a Staff Code of Conduct 

https://iscresearch.com/international-school-awards


 
 

iscresearch.com/international-school-awards 
  

which fully details concepts which could be related to Child Protection for example 
accepting gifts, contact outside of school and expectations of staff behaviour on 
residential trips. It is important for students to understand what policies the staff 
are expected to abide by in order to better identify if an adult is overstepping 
boundaries or if they themselves are putting staff in a difficult position. 

How and why the initiative has resulted in a positive impact on the entire school 

community 

Parents have been overwhelmingly supportive of the programme because the 
coverage helps them to explore concepts with their children and opens up 
avenues for discussion about themes and subject matter which they themselves 
previously felt uncomfortable with or found it difficult to initiate conversation 
about. Parents have also benefitted from the education the programme has 
provided for themselves (the resources they have been given and the workshops 
delivered). 
 
The students themselves have indicated that the sessions have made them think 
clearly about concepts such as consent and boundaries and they feel more 
aware of things like the law including the law of the country but also the law of the 
school (the rules the adults who work with them must adhere to). 
 
The staff have increased in confidence whilst delivering the sessions but it has also 
helped to shape their understanding of the concepts. Many of our staff are young, 
some are not parents while some felt they lacked the life experience and subject 
knowledge to be able to deliver the sessions well. Others felt that this was a 
culturally sensitive subject and were nervous, embarrassed or anxious about 
delivering it. The programme has been structured so that teachers feel supported 
and are not expected to be ‘an expert’; rather they are the facilitator for each 
session. There is a general feeling of increasing confidence amongst the school 
community; the dissolving of the ‘abuse taboo’ and de-sensitisation of the subject 
/ vocabulary of abuse. 

How and why the initiative involves all stakeholders in owning and operating the 

initiative, including student voice and/or student action as part of the initiative 

The programme was designed and shaped with the parent community from the 
beginning. A parent consultation group met regularly to discuss lesson structure 
as well as talk about possible resources. Parents were asked to give opinions 
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about the suitability of materials; ensuring the materials were culturally 
appropriate, met their expectations and would be accepted by the wider parent 
body. 
 
Parents freely expressed concerns they had about the teaching of sensitive, and 
potentially uncomfortable, subject matter which led to constructive dialogue, 
meaningful adaptations and positive changes. Parents made helpful suggestions 
around the use of the phrases such as ‘good secrets’ and were steadfast in their 
opinion about making sure the word ‘surprises’ replaced this phrase. The parents 
also asked for the draft unit of ‘appropriate touch’ to be changed to ‘appropriate 
boundaries’ and suggested it should include image sharing, use of ‘props’ and 
inappropriate acts. It was parents who suggested that ‘mouths’ be added to the 
‘private parts’ list. 
 
After the delivery of the initial sessions with students, we asked for feedback and 
made amendments necessary for future sessions. 
 
The future plan for the programme is for older students to become part of the 
consultation group so they can advise on child protection concepts they would 
like to be included. There are also plans for the older students to shape the 
revisions in child protection policy through the formation of a student centred 
safeguarding consultation group. 

How and why the initiative has demonstrated the values of safeguarding within 

an international school community 

International schools are driven by global values and global agendas; serving 
communities and having staff within their settings from a wide range of 
backgrounds and experiences. Within many International communities, and within 
some of the cultures, child protection and child abuse are taboo subjects which 
are avoided. Parents and teachers themselves may not have been to schools, or 
within education systems, where safe practise was executed. The programme has 
been designed to ensure that staff do not bring their own cultural beliefs and 
barriers to the teaching of the child protection agenda. The content is prescribed, 
staff are guided in the delivery and the content meets the needs of the school 
community irrespective of the background or experience of the staff delivering it. 
 
The growth of sites like Everyone’s Invited (UK) and Make Schools a Safer Place 
(Malaysia) demonstrate that young people want to be heard, but these sites also 
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indicate that often child victims do not have the language, confidence and 
network to disclose at the time when abuse is taking place. These ‘outing’ and 
‘disclosure’ sites have contributions from young people across the globe. These 
sites indicate that children and young people do not feel they have the power to 
identify and prevent grooming and abusive behaviours from escalating when they 
begin to occur. The programme ensures confidence and empowerment through 
the teaching of language, opening up of discussion about perceived taboo 
subjects and educating about types, signs and symptoms of abuse and how they 
occur. 

How and why the initiative has addressed a challenge or opportunity in a way 

that has directly impacted the school and demonstrates the potential for longer-

term development as a sustainable initiative for the school 

Child Protection policies commonly open with a statement of philosophy or intent; 
‘child centred approach’, ‘student focused’ ‘child welfare is of paramount 
importance’. Whilst these are important and necessary, the policies then go on to 
talk about anything and everything other than involvement of children and young 
people in the development of systems, as part of training or in receiving direct 
teaching about concepts. 
 
Any child protection programmes which schools could buy ‘off the shelf’ from 
external providers do not cater for individual school, contextual and cultural issues. 
These programmes would not align with the school’s policies or codes of conduct 
/ ethics in a direct and meaningful way. These generic programmes are not 
generated with and through stakeholder contribution and are not bespoke to the 
school’s need. Our programme accounts for culture, context and country with a 
focus on student need, parent education and staff training that is appropriate and 
specific. 
 
The potential for the programme to grow and develop lies within student and 
parental review and input over time. We would like for older students to begin to 
contribute and influence the programme content as well as reach out to other 
peers in other schools and colleges with their learning. In the near future, we will 
form a Student committee to consult on child protection teaching and policy. In 
the longer term, the student team could reach wider and educate their peers. 
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How and why the initiative includes strategies that enable it to be shared beyond 

the wider school community 

Sri KDU International School is part of a wider group of schools within the XCL 
education group; the resources and programme initiative have been shared with 
these schools through a webinar. 
 
As a member of the AIMS (Association of International Malaysia Schools) Network, 
the school has offered training to the schools within the network on teaching child 
protection and aligning this with policy. 
 
An article was published in the September issue of ‘International School Leader 
Magazine’ which detailed the programme and how schools might implement a 
similar programme themselves. 
 
The Primary Headteacher is also scheduled to discuss the programme within a 
Podcast with Nick McKie (Persyou - Inspiring leadership) and was recommended 
to speak on this through the FOBISIA (Federation of British international schools In 
Asia) network who heard about the programme. This is scheduled for Term 1 of the 
academic year 2021 / 2022. 
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