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The British International School of 
Houston, United States 

Shortlisted for the 2022 Teaching and Learning award 

We are an independent school offering education to grades Early Years (K) to Year 
13 (12). Our top 5 learner nationalities are British, American, Dutch, Australian and 
German. 
 
Mission – Transform the lives of our students 
Vision – A learning community where everyone flourishes 
Values – Pride, Unity, Respect 
Core Behaviours – Take responsibility, seek feedback, and collaborate. 
 
Can you, in your wildest dreams, imagine a school that gave you the tools and 
expertise to build your own escape-room, or visit a courthouse to live out the role 
of a trial lawyer, or meet with real cryptographers who teach you how to walk in 
the footsteps of Alan Turing to crack the Enigma code? All of this, and more, 
takes place as part of BIS Houston’s Enrichment Programme; an interdisciplinary 
programme of unique learning experiences that aims to foster creativity, activity 
and service; developing our students as both leaders and learners. These 
Enrichment activities are an integral part of our timetabled curriculum, and are 
differentiated to include all students, from our 3-year-olds to our 18-year-olds. The 
idea behind the Enrichment Programme is to give our students access to different, 
amazing and unique opportunities that broadens their education by going way 
beyond the traditional classroom experience. It is designed to enable students to 
discover new passions as well as build upon and deepen the learning in their 
academic programme. We seek to add to, enhance and enrich the learning 
experience for each of our students. For example, instead of learning about 
nutrition in the abstract, students have participated in ‘What’s For Dinner?’, an 
Enrichment activity that allowed them to act as consultants to develop a healthier 
school cafeteria menu. Rather than learning about ecosystems from a textbook, 
students became ecologists as they planted a bee garden and made ‘bee 
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condos’ to preserve this species in our community. 

How the initiative original and creative 

Our Enrichment Programme is original in that it is embedded into our curriculum, 
facilitated by staff who are empowered to maximise the impact of their expertise, 
and is offered as 3, weekly, timetabled sessions to  all students. Its creativity is born 
out of the incredible, innovative content that goes well beyond traditional 
classroom experiences. We have learners practicing survival skills, coding their 
own digital game, creating artwork to raise awareness of social issues, cooking 
with carefully chosen, nutritious ingredients. Paramount to all of this are our 
student leaders who drive the creation of our Enrichment content. They become 
engaged in the creative process because it matches their real-world needs and 
awakens a passion in them to learn. For instance, at the request of our learners, we 
have tailor-made Enrichment courses such as First Aid; designed to complement 
the learning in Biology, as well as prepare our students to be pro-active carers, 
developing their compassion, self-esteem, and sense of purpose. Our Enrichment 
Programme puts the individual and his or her preferences, interests, ambitions and 
needs to the fore, enabling them to unleash their full creativity and follow their 
passions. Whilst the Enrichment Programme looks slightly different in each phase 
of the school, one thing that is consistent throughout is our commitment to 
providing an original, creative and worthwhile education that adds to, enhances 
and enriches the learning experience for each of our students. 

How and why the initiative has had impact on students’ attitudes and/or 

attainment 

Our unique Enrichment Programme fosters an ambitious, risk-taking attitude in our 
students by providing them with the rare opportunity to try their hand at new and 
out-of-the-ordinary activities, enabling students to discover new passions as well 
as build upon existing ones. We actively encourage an attitude of accountability 
by teaching our students to carefully document their Enrichment Programme 
progress in a portfolio. Students assess their progress against the Leader-Learner 
attributes, annotating and documenting evidence which demonstrates their 
inquiry skills, ambition, thinking skills, communication, moral principles, 
open-mindedness, caring, risk-taking, balance, and above-all, their ability to 
reflect on their experience. Their Enrichment learning is engaging and accelerates 
the progress for each student. Its connection to realworld experiences, such as 
‘Self-Defence’ Enrichment, ‘Survivor’ and ‘Healthy Lifestyles’ Enrichment, transcends 
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the confines of the traditional classroom, and fosters a ‘learning with purpose’ 
attitude. We ensure impactful attainment by guiding the students through a 
portfolio-development process which is designed to showcase the students’ 
learning across all the elements of the Enrichment Programme and shows their 
growth as a leader and learner. Each Enrichment Programme experience on offer 
is clearly articulated with a description of the activity, explicit links to our academic 
curriculum highlighted, and is accompanied by clear guidelines on how 
attainment will be measured and shared. 

How and why the initiative includes the student voice and/or student action as 

part of the initiative 

Student voice and choice is a key element of the Enrichment Programme. In our 
Primary School, students make their Enrichment choice from a menu of exciting 
activities that tie perfectly with their curriculum mileposts, such as ‘Future 
Engineers’ and ‘Graphic Novel Writing’. In our Middle School, one of the key 
Enrichment offerings is a passion project (Mi-Learning) which provides students 
with an opportunity to extend and enrich their passions such as App building, 2D 
Game Programming, and Web Design. In our High School, all courses are either 
externally accredited or assessed. Students choose their courses to extend 
and deepen a passion, such as our ‘Science Olympiad’ or LAMDA Performing Arts 
qualification. Our students have ownership over choosing their course, and are 
mindful of carefully focusing on their life-goals and targets, whilst developing an 
interdisciplinary and problem-solving approach to their learning. We continually 
see the benefits of linking our Enrichment Programme to the Global Goals, such as 
our ‘Global Justice League’ Enrichment which inspires the students to research and 
demonstrate immense interest in global issues such as poverty, inequality, climate 
change, environmental degradation, peace and justice. This global-minded 
approach to our Enrichment Programme enables students to take positive action 
to make changes in our local community such as planting a homegrown Texan 
prairie to support insect life and provide food for mammals, birds and reptiles. We 
also host an annual `Enrichment Fair' that provides students with the opportunity to 
share their learning with their families, fellow students, and the wider community. 

How and why the initiative has addressed a challenge or opportunity in a way 

that has directly impacted the school and demonstrates the potential for longer-

term development as a sustainable initiative for the school 

Our Enrichment Programme was created as a structured approach to provide 
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student voice and choice, which was identified as an area for growth within our 
school. In our High School it has also addressed the challenge of complementing 
our outstanding iGCSE and IB results with opportunities to explore passions or 
try new experiences. We ensure the rigor and the sustainability of this programme 
by formally capturing evidence of these amazing learning opportunities through 
the creation of student portfolios. Our teachers support, guide and monitor the 
students’ Enrichment choices to ensure they are varied, relevant and 
challenging enough to culminate in a professional and robust portfolio that fulfils 
the requirements of the programme and genuinely enriches their learning. These 
portfolios are used by the students themselves, across the entire school, to lead 
Parent-Teacher-Student conferences, from our 3-year-olds to our 18-yearolds. At 
High School, these portfolios are an integral part of the students’ graduation-
transcript, which provides evidence of learning, beyond just the traditional 
collection of grades or GPA scores. All of our students, from youngest to oldest, 
must develop a portfolio which illustrates their learning across all the elements of 
the Enrichment Programme, and shows their growth in the Leader Learner Profile 
attributes. The Enrichment Programme continues to grow and adapt to our 
students’ needs and passions. For instance, there was a growing desire amongst 
our student body to broaden their language learning, to compete in an 
ever-changing world, and so we introduced Enrichment learning opportunities for 
both Russian and Mandarin. 

How and why the initiative includes strategies that enable it to be shared beyond 

the wider school community 

We have shared our Enrichment Programme beyond the wider school community 
in many ways. We have established curriculum channels on YouTube which share 
our interdisciplinary Enrichment Programme through guided tutorials, some of 
which have been accessed by 4000+ viewers. These tutorials are an ideal 
way to share our interdisciplinary Enrichment projects, globally, with those who 
cannot currently access inperson learning. These projects include STEAM activities 
that cater for 3 to 18-year-olds, such as an investigation into household filters; 
linked to Mission MOXIE, the Mars Oxygen In-Situ Resource Utilization Experiment. 
This Enrichment activity explored NASA’s Mars 2020 rover, Perseverance, 
investigating air-filtration on Mars; a project of global significance to the 
advancement of mankind. We have also taken these tutorials ‘live’ with webinars 
offering sample Enrichment activities to the greater-Houston area. These 
showcased some of our one-of-a-kind Enrichment content, such as an Irish 
landscape paint-along on St. Patrick’s Day which celebrated the inventor of the 
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colour photograph, Irishman John Joly. We have held face-to-face Enrichment 
Festivals where we have shared the outcomes of this ‘best practice’ with our wider 
community. We have also showcased our Enrichment Programme outcomes on 
Global Campus, an online sharing platform that connects us to 76 schools across 
31 countries. An example of this is our Model United Nations Enrichment which saw 
us connect with 30+ schools across the world in an academic simulation where 
students, in role as UN delegates, attempted to solve real world issues using the 
policy and perspective skills learnt during their MUN Enrichment Programme. 
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